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If friends or loved ones have reading problems, suggest they call one of our teaching sites:  

 Port Henry 546 -3008, Saranac Lake 891 -5567 or Malone 483 -9366. It could change their lives.  

Visit our Website at www.literacyef.com  

 

Several of our ESL (English as a Second Language) mothers got together last summer to insure their young-

sters would be ready for their new year at Petrova Elementary School. Fred Mader was one of five LVA tu-

tors who signed up to help. He is shown here with his student Amina Cecunjanin, whose mother is one of 

our ESL students. Fred is the grandfather of thirteen children and the great-grandfather of five.  
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       Literacy is the most basic currency of 

the knowledge economy we are living in 

today. Only a few generations ago, it was 

okay to enter the workforce as a high 

school dropout who could only read at a 

third-grade level. However that economy is 

long gone. As revolutions in technology 

and communications began breaking down 

barriers among countries and connecting 

people all over the world, new jobs and in-

dustries that require skill and knowledge 

have come to dominate the economy. These 

new jobs are about what you know and how 

fast you can learn what you don't know. 

They require innovative thinking, detailed 

comprehension, and considerably superior 

communication. 

                              President Barack Obama 
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LETTERS AND COMMENTS 

                  

                        THANK YOU FOR  

    MAKING IT HAPPEN 

     Dysfunction in Albany last year and its attendant 

budget-slashing had a very negative affect on most 

non-profit organizations in New York State. We 

were not among them, however, because of our gen-

erous base of support.    

     United Way, for instance, provided valuable 

grants to us and more than 35 other local organiza-

tions. Essex and Franklin Counties also backed us 

up, as did Dollar General, International Paper, 

Walmart, National Grid, Stewarts, the Clements 

Foundation, the A.C.T. Evergreen Fund, the Lake 

Placid Education Foundation, the Pearsall Adiron-

dack Foundation, the Honeybee Foundation, the 

Greater Malone Community Fund and Assembly-

woman Janet Duprey. 

     Coupled with these generous donations were 

those from the nearly 150 individuals and organiza-

tions identified in our 2010 Annual Report. The to-

tal is an all-time record high, and we thank you for 

making it happen. 

                              Sincerely, Chuck Gibson                      

     We would like to thank the ñJail-Birdsò 

listed below who participated in our 

ñLiteracy Lock-Upò fundraiser in Septem-

ber. Many of these individuals are listed al-

so on page five of this publication.  

      Bob Bickford, Fr. Bill Cooper, Gordon 

Crossman, Heidi Dishman, Candy Gadway, 

Barbara Hart, Lynne LaBare, Brent Lind-

say, Rev. Mike Logan, Pat Matthews, Bill 

and Karen McGee, Marge Miller, Wanda 

Murtagh, Becky Preve, Aimie Rowe, and 

Michelle Smith.      

      Dear Chuck, I would like to thank Liter-

acy Volunteers for its help in producing our 

newsletter, The Port Henry Fact Finder. To-

gether we are getting the word out about the 

news and needs of Port Henry. 

                                               Sandra Lovell 
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ACHIEVEMENT PERSONIFIED 

Tutor Judy Clausing-Lundin (right) was working with her ESL student, Aidana Turmetova, in the lakeside 

garden of the Lake Placid Library when this photo was taken. Aidana is from Kazakhstan and is working for 

the summer at a hotel and at a sandwich shop in Lake Placid. She has completed her Bachelor's degree and 

will attend graduate school after returning home. Aidana plans to become a teacher. She speaks and reads four 

languages (Kazakh, Russian, Kirgiz, and English) and has begun studying Chinese. Judy retired two years ago 

from Bionique Testing Laboratorie, Inc., which she founded with her husband. She is busier than ever now 

with ecumenical charities, church events, family activities and Literacy Volunteers.  

WINNER TAKES ALL 

On August 26, at the Cedar Run Bakery in Keene, 

Rita FitzGerald, our Fundraising Chair, pulled out 

the winning ticket of our Summer Raffle Contest. 

Nancy Zlotnick of Willsboro went home with the 

brand-new Magnum Baby Countryside Pellet Stove 

donated by Mullarney's Garden Center in North 

Bangor. She will have warm memories of this event. 

 THAILAND TO PORT HENRY 

 

My husband and I were driving through Port Henry 

several  ago and I saw the office of  Literacy Volun-

teers. Now I am learning English with the help of my 

tutor Monique. It is very important for me to read 

and write English and to become an American citi-

zen. For one day soon I must do a lot more for my 

husband who suffered a stroke.     Crystal Delafrange 
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Our Fifth Annual Authorôs Event 

Nets More Than $900 

Internationally famous author Jay Parini drew a 

crowd of more than 70 readers to Camp Dud-

leyôs Witherbee Hall on August 22 where he 

discussed The Books That Changed America. 

Our President, Cheryl Schiller, was among 

those who requested the authorôs autograph..  

The ever popular Kangaroo found a new friend at 

our booth at the Essex County Fair in August. Her 

name is Cheyenne Daniels, who lives in Westport 

and very much enjoys reading.  

Roo The Reader Finds 

A Brand New Friend 

The Autumn Scrabble Tournament 
A Blast With Snacks in Whallonsburg 

 

On Saturday, October 16, at the Grange Hall on Route 22 seven miles north of Westport, twenty word-

smiths vied for honors and prizes at our second competition of the year. The champions were  (from the 

left) Don Yanulavich; third place, Lorene Forttrell, second place; and Champion Marcia LaPierre.  


