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                                                                                        A Great Year 
 

      Our volunteer-fueled organization achieved new heights 

this year. We passed our official Accreditation in August, 

hosted our largest-ever Spelling Bee in May and all together 

enjoyed a 12 month period filled with learning and enrich-

ment.  

      For instance, more than 50 new tutors were trained; a 

record 93 student matches achieved, and everyoneôs success 

was celebrated at our Annual Dinner in Lake Placid.  

      VISTA Volunteer Dan Van Olpen joined our staff and 

contributed significantly to our accomplishments.  

      More than 100 history buffs attended our Fourth August 

Author Event, this time at Westportôs Camp Dudley where 

author James Nelson explained some of Benedict Arnoldôs 

battle strategies on Lake Champlain. Roo the Reader was 

particularly active during the year, and a lot of  local stu-

dents got involved with our Trivia Challenge and Get Fit for 

Literacy events. Sales of our second cookbook and Cham-

plain Bridge t-shirts took off.      

        Recognized in the following pages are all the volun-

teers, organizations, businesses and donors who made such 

success possible. Many thanks to all of you. 



 

 

 

 Russian-born ñMichaelò Ali-

yev followed his father Yuri-

ye to Lake Placid in 2009.  A 

college graduate in Physical 

Education and a former 

swimming coach in Azerbai-

jan, he works now in a local 

restaurant while improving 

his English with tutors Jean 

Clifford and Judy Lundin. 

Because of his love of cook-

ing, he may try to become a 

chef one day. 
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Achievement 
 

 ñI was born in Cohoes, NY in 

1950, and I now live in a beau-

tiful house in Crown Point 

with three friends. I have been 

going to Literacy classes with 

my tutor Lisa Daniels for a few 

months and I have been learn-

ing reading and writing. I am 

having a lot of fun now, and I 

canôt wait to write my first let-

ter to my sister Denise all by 

myself.ò 

                   Donna Marie King 

 

 



 

 

Personified 
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ñI went to a G.E.D. program  

to achieve my goal of getting 

a diploma, and the classes 

helped me academically as 

well as emotionally. Before 

Penny and Tomôs miracu-

lous teaching, I thought it 

was hopeless. I quickly real-

ized though that I can do any 

thing I set my mind to. If 

you work really hard, you 

too can reach your goals.                                          

                Jessica Martindale 

A former resident of Keene, 

New York, Jason Borden now 

lives in Saranac Lake where 

he studies twice a week with  

tutor John  Schaff. An avid 

sports enthusiast, he has 

coached basketball and soft-

ball at various sites through-

out the state. Jasonôs work 

experience has taken him 

from kitchens to greenhouses. 

Now he is understandably 

proud of his reading progress.  



 

 

 

Progress Report By The Numbers 

 

    Students 

 

    Volunteer Tutors 

 

    Teaching Sites 

 

    Staff Members 

 

    Revenues 

 

    Expenses 

2007 2008 

 

122 

 

128 

 

113 

 

117 

 

21 
 

 21 

  

 

6 

 

6 

 

$99,687 

 

$99,294 

 

$100,699 

 

$104,358 
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132 

2009 

 

121 

 

22 

 

6 

 

$99,977 

 

$102,797 

 

Annual Awards - 2009 

 

Preston Miller Award: Karen McGee 

Student of the Year: Emily Fortier 

Tutor of the Year: Doug Gallagher 



 

 

$39,558 

8,216 

8,000 

1,800 

18,292 

16,657 

600 

500 

500 

1,731 

1,240 

1,000 

1,000 

500 

82 

300 

$99,977 
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Salaries, FICA               

Travel 

Rent 

Phone 

Office Supplies, Postage 

Insurance, Accounting 

Books 

Tutor Training 

Publicity 

Conferences 

Other 

Total 

                      Receipts 

Adult Literacy Ed. Grants 

United Way  

Essex County 

Franklin County 

Donations 

Fundraising 

Stewartôs 

Walmart 

National Grid 

Dollar General Literacy Foundation       

International Paper          

Janet Duprey Line Item Grant 

Clements Foundation 

Greater Malone Community Fund 

Interest 

Other 

Total 

 

   Budget 

   $ 55,686 

4,867 

7,836 

3,596 

5,605 

10,746 

967 

968 

2,955 

477 

9,090 

$102,797 

     Expenditures 
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STAFF 
Chuck Gibson 

Executive Director 
 

Port Henry 

Gale Benn  Sandy Woods 

 

VISTA 

Dan Van Olpen 

 
Malone 

Darlene Spinner  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Cheryl Schiller, President 

James Bullard, Vice President 

Bob Bickford, Secretary 

Carol Leary, Treasurer 

Mary Beal 

Kathy Carr 

Sid Couchey 

Bob Dufault 

Rita FitzGerald 

Bob Harsh 

Katherine Houseal 

Scot Hurlburt 

Karen McGee 

Colin Miller 

Marjorie Miller 

Suzanne Orlando 

Kathy Ann Scott 

Tom Scozzafava 

Shirley Seney 

Monique Weston 

With profound appreciation the Board of Directors  

is pleased to acknowledge the generous 

donation of office space to our organization by 

the Town of North Elba (Town House),  

and the Lake Placid Public Library. 

    

 

Tri-Lakes 

Susan Tehon 
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TWO NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Kathy Carr Bob Harsh 

Reading is a priceless gift 

for an open mind, and Iôm 

delighted to have a chance to 

promote the joy of reading 

among all ages.  

My passion for reading led 

to my career in education, 

first as an English teacher 

and, 15 years later, as a high 

school administrator. 

After his power point presentation to the Lake Placid Rotary 

Club on June 24, our VISTA Volunteer Dan Van Olpen 

(right) posed with Club member Allen Dunham. The special 

event took place at a breakfast meeting to discuss support for 

literacy projects in the Tri-Lakes Area. 



 

 

Mary Beal 

Gale Benn 

Jennifer Brown 

James Bullard 

Nancy Buttimer 

Jessica Burdo 

Lisa Daniels 

Joyce Daniels 

Jim Davis 

John Ferree 

Rita-Ann FitzGerald 

Ann Vinci Gibson 

Chuck Gibson 

Tom & Cory Gilliland 

Patricia Goetsch 

Peg Goldman 

John Harrell 

Robert Harsh 

Sue Huestis 

Mary Anne Johnson 

Gail Leather 

Sandra Lovell 

David Mace 

Bethany Mandy 

Buffy Marcil 

Tina Martin 

Cherrie Maxwell 

Diane Melin 

Maureen Moynan 

Marlene McAlevey 

Cathy McMahon 

Jessica Meehan 

Judith Moore 

Mary Nadler 

Jasmine Olson 

John Peterson 

Mikayla Pooler 

Bill Quinn 

Karen Rappaport 

Carl Resek 

Carl Shoemaker 

Joyce Spooner 

Sandy Sprague 

Dawn Stoddard 

Bob Thierry 

Wendy Turbeek 

Charles Turek 

Dan Van Olpen 

Jack Vanwie 

Kathy Wendell 

Mona White 

Kathy Wilson 

Chet Woods 

Sandra Woods 

Riesa Warren 

Monique Weston 
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TUTORS 

a

Essex County 



 

 

 

Sandy Bissell 

Lisa Boisseau-McKenty 

Kristen Boslet 

Marie Bowman 

Jean Clifford 

Emily Dennin 

Lois Donnelly 

Jenny Foltz 

Rosalie Fontana 

Trish Forrest 

Carolina Hale 

Shawn Halperin 

Heidi Holderied 

Regina Gallucci 

Ron Huber 

Ellen Jones 

Betsy Laughlin 

Richard Loeber 

Judy Lundin 

Kathy Lupia 

 

Fred Mader 

Kelly OôReilly 

Chipule Mecklenburg 

Suzanne Orlando 

Carol Prevost 

Randy Quayle 

Sibyl Quayle 

Sara Quillen 

Mary Richter 

John Schaff 

Cheryl Schiller 

Megan Schene 

Kathy Scott 

Bronwyn Seal 

Ginger Suojanen 

Kay Sutton 

Darleen Tector 

Debby Thayer 

Mary Thill 

Monique Weston 

 

Marsha Benware 

Bob Bickford 

Theresa Boardway 

Karyn Deveraux 

Doug Gallagher 

 Penny & Tom Geoghan 

Debbie Greenwald 

Margaret Jacobs 

Sharlene Jock 

Krista Kelly 

Theresa Knapp 

  

Lois Lancette 

Carol Leary 

Michelle Lester 

Karen McGee 

Marjorie Miller 

Arliene Oey 

Ginny Reome 

Jackie Rowe 

Alison Sanfacon 

Linda Sauther 

Darlene Spinner 

Tri-Lakes 
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Susan Wittmer 

Franklin County 

Eileen Wells 



 

 

 

 

Individual Donors 
$5.00 - $24.00 

 

Jean Fall 

Rudy Farquhar 

John Ferree 

Patricia M. Jones 

Earl LaVoie 

Lucille and Harry Little 

Andrea Maiorana 

Carolyn Malaney 

Joan Petro 

Freda Preston 

Jean Proietti 

Beryl Reneau 

Carolyn Vanderhoof 

Riesa Warren 

Rita & Ralph Warren 

Donald White  

W. B. Johnston 

Mary Lu Kirsty 

Jo Ann Langdon 

Frank Lescinsky 

William Lynch 

Elizabeth Lyons 

Andrea Green & Drew Mahoney 

John McDonald 

James & Molly McGee 

Michael McSweeney 

Joyce Mouradian 

C. Twiggs Myers 
(In honor of Sid Couchey) 

Kenneth OôNeill 

Kirk Peterson 

Rosemary Reiss 
(In memory of Vince Forrest) 

Marilyn Riotto 

Kathy Scott 

Susan Willnus 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Albright 

Emmanuel Bernstein 
(In honor of Big Ben & Teddy Bear) 

Nancy Buttimer 

Peggy & Greg Dennin 
(In memory of Vince Forrest) 

Marcy Dunn 

Carol Finke 

Olive Forth 

Amy Douglas & Ernest Franzgrote 

Norma Goff 

(In honor of Gretchen Boardman) 

Roger Mitchell & Dorian Gossy 

Deborah Greenwald 

Gaynelle Gutierrez 

Jin He 

Eileen Higgins 

Betty Hunkins 

Margaret & John Hunn 

Ada Hutchins 
(In memory of Ronald Strong) 

$25.00 - $49.00 
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       Individual Donors 
            $50.00 - $99.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julius Archibald   

Bob & Laura Bessette 

Linda Blair 

Eileen Brennan 

Carol Brown 

Mary Byrne 

Dean & Claudia Caveney   

Annie Cheatham 

Edna Coonrod 

Sid & Ruth Couchey 

Therese Denton 

Ann Taylor Gibson 

Barbara & Bob Hoffman 

Aaron & Cariann Harsh 

John Heimerdinger 
(In memory of Helene Urfirer) 

Richard & Joan Kelly 

Karen & William McGee 

Jerry McGovern 

Susan  McLean 
(In memory of James P. Lockey) 

Arliene Oey 

Suzanne Orlando 

Rosemarie Rison 

Jody Sherman 

Leslie Shipps 

  Irv & Darlene Spinner 

Eleanor Sweeney 

Charlie Turek 

Linda Warner 

Nancy Zlotnick 

Carol Leary 
(In honor of Marge Millerôs birthday) 

Serge & Caroline Lussi 

Maureen Moynan 

Robert & Cheryl Schiller 

Shirley Seney 

Lester Sternin 
(In honor of Leslie Hoffman, Ronnie Silver and  

the birthdays of my grandson and granddaughter. 
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Susan Allen 

Margaret Arquiette 

Gerald Blair 

Peter & Aimie Fellema 

Rita-Ann FitzGerald 

Alec & Susan Friedmann 

George Houck 

Larry & Mary Johnson 

 

         $200 - $999 

Patricia Forrest 
    (In memory of Vincent B. Forrest, Jr.) 

Tom & Penny Geoghan 

Monique Weston 

   $1,000 +       

Anonymous 

Eric Benn 

 

Ann & Chuck Gibson   

William & Mary Michelfelder 

Gale Benn 

Jim & Shirley Bullard 

Chuck & Ruth Damp 

Colin & Kathy Miller         

Susan Tehon 

$100 - $199     

     Dan Van Olpen & Diane Melin 



 

 

 

 

Corporate and Organization Donors 
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$10.00 - $49.00 
Adirondack Arista Red Hats 

Keeseville Knights of Columbus 

Sunshine Laundry, Ticonderoga 
 

$50.00 - $99.00 
Grover Hills Deli and Grocery 

Malone Lodge of Elks 

Saranac Lake Kiwanis Club 
(In memory of Vincent Forrest) 

The Bookstore Plus, Lake Placid 

Ticonderoga Federal Credit Union 

Westport Federated Church 

Willsboro - Essex Kiwanis Club 
 

$100.00 - $199.00 
Elizabethtown Kiwanis Club 

Essex Association, United Church of  Christ  

Northwood School 

Westport Federated Church Women 
 

$200.00 - $900.00 
Adirondack Correctional Facility 

Denpubs / Kidsville News 

Greater Malone Community Fund 

Mt. Moriah Presbyterian Church 

Mullarneyôs Garden Center 

National Grid 

Stewarts  

Walmart 

Wilkins Insurance, Lake Placid 
 

$1,000 - $4,900 
Adirondack Community Trust - Evergreen Fund 

Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

Clements Foundation 

Franklin County 
 

$5,000 + 
Essex County 

Literacy NY 

New York State Education Department 

United Way  
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 WELL DONE! 

Students pose with their awards at our Potluck Annual 

Dinner in Lake Placid in October. From the left are Jessi-

ca Meehan, Jasmine Olsen, Emily Fortier, Student of the 

Year and Tonya Norton. 

Coca-Cola sponsored our Fifth Annual Ultimate Trivia 

Challenge at the Wead Library in Malone in November. 

The winning team from the Chateaugay High School was 

sponsored by the American Legion #219 (Malone). Team 

members were (from the left) Catherine Decosse, Cassan-

dra Whyte, Brian Ashline and Ben Trombley. Other team 

sponsors were the Rotary and Lions Clubs of Malone and 

Malone Office Products. 

 



 

 

 

EIGHTH ANNUAL SPELLING BEE 
 

10 a.m. Saturday, May 1, 2010  

Harrietstown Town Hall, Saranac Lake 
 
 

$100 +  SPONSORS & CONTESTANTS 

Beta Mu Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma 

Bill Waldy - Judy Waldy 

Ellen and Mike Dargento 

Becky Bosley - Mary Lou Morgan 

Mary Michelfelder 

Savana Cramer - Emily Goden 

Dr. Paige Smith 

Gavin Bendix - Suzanne Orlando 

 
 

 

$50 SPONSORS & CONTESTANTS 

Ace Klip Joint/Penelope Mace 

Eileen Higgins - Diane Melin 

Adirondack Daily Enterprise 

Peter Crowley-Tom Kilroy 

Adirondack Regional Credit Union 

Camille Baily - Stetson Brensin 

Barber-Cooke Agency, Port Henry 

Kay Craig - Cody Craig 

Blue Moon Caf®, Saranac Lake 

Rosalie Fontana - Shawn Halperin 

Bookstore Plus, Lake Placid 

Barbara Kelly - Shirley Seney 

Rita-Ann FitzGerald 

Dick Hegnauer-Becki Wykes 

Gordon Pratt Agency, Lake Placid 

Jackie Haynes -Ryan Mellin 

Hyde Fuel, Saranac Lake 

Fred Mader - Paul Mader 

Interlaken Inn and Restaurant 

Cory Iaria - Lindsey Williams 
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Carol Leary 

Patricia Randolph - Kathy Scott 

Leroux Oil, Fort Covington 

Kathy Merritt - Evelyn Outcalt 

Literacy Volunteers of Clinton County 

Eleanor Sweeney - Owen Sweeney 

Judith Moore 

Mary Beal - Tresa Lopez 

Nancie Battaglia Photography  

Jen Ledger - Forest Ledger 

Walsh and Edwards, Malone 

Anita Gochenaur - Hanna Gochenaur 
 

 

 

CHAMPIONS, 2010 

15 

Kathy Merritt and Evelyn Outcalt  
Both from Saranac Lake 
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Support for Literacy 

 

      Students in grades three to six at Moriah, Westport and 

Lake Placid schools raised more than $1,000 last April to help 

support local literacy programs. 

      Mrs. Ploufeôs 5th grade class at Moriah raised the most, 

and they enjoyed free pizzas from Boyeaôs Deli in Moriah 

Center. The top individual earners were (from the left) Nicho-

las Manfred, Savannah McCray, Samantha Manley, Daniell 

Roberts, Nicolas Rotella and Todd Gregory. 

Mrs. Brugger-Lobdellôs 4th grade class in Westport shared  

pizzas from Ernieôs Market. Top earners were Malynda Lob-

dell, Kaleigh Lamotte, Elizabeth Stephens and Nashden Dick-

erson. 



 

 

Visitors to our new Facebook page were urged to be creative 

in the display of our new READ stickers. Surprisingly, entries 

came in from all over the world. This one was among the best. 

Connect with us online at our Facebook page:  

Literacy Volunteers of Essex and Franklin Counties.   

This Steerôs Ear Says It All 
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MEMORABLE 

 

Fred Mader, a volunteer tutor from 

Saranac Lake, helped teach two 

classes in Fatherhood at the Adi-

rondack Correctional Facility in 

Ray Brook. A chaplain for 13 years 

in  Federal Corrections, he empha-

sized the importance of fathers and 

how they can connect with their 

children  through literacy. 

  Student Laura Hall celebrated her 
birthday at our Port Henry office 

on April 12. She was glad to set 

aside long division, fractions and 

typing practice for some delicious 

birthday cake. Laura, who is visu-

ally handicapped, recently received 

a special magnifying screen for her 

home computer. Her favorite  book 

is My Life in Dog Years. 

Roo the Reader attended Moriah Madness Day on Saturday, March 27, to 

hang out with very good friends (L to R) Hailey Crossman, Bailey White 

and Lillian Perry. It is gratifying indeed to see how popular our  enthusiast 

kangaroo has become among North Country youngsters. 



 

 

 

MOMENTS                                                                                     
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Kevin Nesbitt of Port Henry helped  

with the work at our main office for 

five months as part of the Next Step 

Program at Moriah Central School. 

The program provides an opportunity 

for selected youngsters to experience 

life in a real workplace. Kevin enjoys 

working with people and especially 

helping students. He hopes to go into 

the restaurant business some day soon. 

Champion competitors in our most successful Scrabble Tournament 

ever are pictured above. The popular event took place on July 10 in 

Whallonsburg where thirty enthusiastic wordsmiths from throughout the 

area competed for honors and prizes. Third place winner Schell McKin-

ley of Westport is on the left; 2010ôs first place champion Wendy Hall of 

Wilmington is in the center, and  second place winner Lorene Forttrell of 

Chazy is on the far right. 

The team of Becki Wykes of 

Mineville and Dick Hegnauer 

of Willsboro not only came in 

third in our 2010 Spelling Bee, 

but the capable twosome also 

won first place in 2004 and 

second place in 2003. They  

competed as well in our 2006, 

2008 and 2009 events. 


