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If friends or loved ones have reading problems, suggest they call one of our teaching sites: Mineville 942-7607, 
Saranac Lake 891-5567, Lake Placid Library 523-5994, or Malone 483-9366. It could change their lives. 

Website: literacyef.com    

  

   PAKISTAN FAMILY OF FOUR  
ACQUIRES U.S. CITIZENSHIP 

 

These three sisters and their older brother Saleem Hayat, 24 arrived in the United States in Sep-

tember 2001. The girls are (from left to right) Farhat Iqbal, age 20, married, and a former student at 

Crown Point Central School; Asia Hayat, 19, a current student at Crown Point Central School, and 

Musarrat Gondal, 21, married, and a former student at a New York City school. Asia Hayat explained a 

little of what it was like to move from Pakistan to the USA six years ago.  

“When my two sisters, my brother and I first arrived here we lived in New York City. But we 

didn’t like it there because the culture was completely different. We didn’t know anyone, we didn’t 

speak English, and people were not very nice to us. Then we moved to Crown Point in 2002 and people 

were much nicer. We went to the town library for help to learn how to read and speak English.”   

Wendy Terbeek, Director of the Crown Point Hammond Library, tutored the four young adults in 

what is required to pass the U.S. citizenship test. After 94 hours of classroom learning over a period of 

four months, each of her students passed with flying colors.  (See page 5.) 



    
Board of Directors 

James Bullard, President 
Bea Beguin, Vice-President 
Rita FitzGerald, Secretary 
Karen McGee, Treasurer  

Mary Beal 
Bob Bickford 

Subhija Bukva 
Sid Couchey 
Bob Dufault 

Katherine Houseal 
Timothy Hullquist 

Scot Hurlburt 
Carol Leary 
Colin Miller 

Marjorie Miller 
Cheryl Schiller 

Kathy Scott 
Tom Scozzafava 

Shirley Seney  

Staff 
Chuck Gibson, Director 

Gale Benn 
Vince Forrest 
Buffy  Marcil 

Darlene Spinner 
Sandra Woods   

   

  2 

 

This publication is made possible by a generous  
grant from International Paper Ticonderoga Mill. 

                                                                      

Ms. Tonya Vassar 
4327 Main Street 
Port Henry, NY 12974  

Dear Tonya:     
I would like to extend my congratulat ions to 

you as recipient of the Student of the Year 
Award for your outstanding achievement in the 
Literacy Volunteers Program of Essex and Frank-
lin Counties.    

You are to be highly commended for your 
dedicat ion and hard work, and are most deserv-
ing of the award.  

Again congratulations and my best wishes.  

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth O’ C. Little 
Senator  

Dear Karen, Herb, Jim and Judith, *     

On behalf of the learners, staff and Board of Direc-
tors of Literacy Volunteers of Clinton County, thank 
you for participating in our 2007 Literacy Challenge.    

Your organizat ion was crucial to the success of the 
event . The players from 28 teams, their sponsors and 
volunteers workers helped us cont inue our mission 
and increase awareness of adult l it eracy in the com-
munity. Everyone involved, even the bystanders, en-
j oyed watching the part icipants compete with such 
enthusiasm.    

Thanks again for your part icipat ion and raff le do-
nation. We hope to see you again in 2008.  

Sincerely,                        
Norma V. Menard                     *See photo page 5. 
Executive Director  

  THE HEART OF OUR ORGANIZATION    

Our annual two-day visit to Albany last month included 
Board members Jim Bullard and Bob Dufault, our Outreach Coor-
dinator Vince Forrest, and myself. Our goal, as usual, was to con-
vince legislators to increase financial support for literacy programs 
in the North Country.  

Assemblywoman Teresa Sayward, a longtime supporter of 
Literacy Volunteers, was the first to welcome our group. This dia-
logue was followed by stimulating conversations with new Assem-
blywoman Janet Duprey of Franklin County, and Mary McDonald, 
representing Senator Betty Little’s office. Although these meetings 
were cordial, the message we delivered was stark indeed: since 
1988 statewide funding for volunteer literacy has not increased; in 
fact, state support has been eroding. And although we won a tough 
battle last year for increased support of Adult Literacy Education, 
the entire gain went to other programs, mostly in New York City.  

All of which helps to increase our profound gratitude for 
our Fundraising Committee, which every year produces substantial 
revenues from Scrabble Tourneys, Spelling Bees, Trivia Contests, 
and readings by resident authors. Add to this the generosity of 
North Country people, their charities, their churches, their busi-
nesses, and corporations, and you have the very heart of our liter-
acy organization. 
                                                                                Chuck Gibson 
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Approximately 14,000 adults in Essex and Franklin Counties lack the 
reading skills to participate fully in everyday life. This means they 

may not be able to help their children with homework, share a bed-
time story with their youngsters, read a newspaper, job application 
form, street signs, or prescription information on a medicine bottle.  

Help Plant the Seed to Read 
Become a Volunteer Tutor 

Literacy Volunteers offers free workshops to train tutors in Basic Literacy and 
English as a Second Language. Typically tutoring is done once or twice a week 

for an hour or more at a mutually convenient time and location. 
 For more information, please call 

 Mineville: 942-7607 
Saranac Lake: 891-5567 
Lake Placid:523-5994 

Malone: 483-9366 
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ROO THE READER’ S MAILBOX 
Dear Roo, 

Thank you for coming to our classroom. 
Thank you for the books and hugs. Thank you 
for writing with us. We miss you.  
Mrs. Rondeau-Nason’s class  

Dear Roo, 
How do you j ump? Thank you for coming to 
grade one. 
Ashley  

Dear Roo, 

Thank you for coming in. My favorite book 
is The Moose is Loose. 
Matthew  

Dear Roo, 
Thank you for coming to our classroom. My 
favorite book is Where t he Wild Things Are. 
Madelyn 

Dear Roo, 
Thank you for coming to our classroom. My 
favorite book is Roo the Reader.  
Louis   

Dear Roo, 
I really liked your visit . Thank you for the 
book. Thank you for reading to us. It was 
very fun. We hope you will visit again. 
Trey   


