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Master Grant Writers Bring Leading

Edge

-

Seven brand-new state-of-the-art laptop
computers were donated to our organization
last month as a result of some hard work and
dedication by two master grant writers at
Moriah Elementary School in Port Henry.

Scond grade teacher Emmett Hoops
(above left) and Reading Specialist Maria
Velsini inserted a funding request for the
new equipment in their “Enhancing Educa-
tion Through Technology” grant proposal to
the New York State Education Department.

“The three year grant will benefit the
whole community,” said Mr. Hoops. “It will

Technology to Our Students

not only establish a Distant Learning Facility
at our school, but it will also provide more
opportunities for adult learning.”

“This is a fantastic chance for our students
and tutors to explore new technology,” said
Chuck Gibson. “Our entire organization is very
excited about the possibilities. Already two of
our Board members, Bea Beguin and Kathy
Scott, have developed a plan that assures our
new laptops are optimally available for stu-
dent learning.”

Velsini and Hoops have collaborated on
several grants for their school, (See page 5)

If friends or loved ones have reading problems, suggest they call one of our teaching sites: Mineville 942-7607,
Saranac Lake 891-5567, Lake Placid Library 523-5994, or Malone 483-9366. It could change their lives.



Board of Directors

James Bullard, President
Bea Beguin, Vice-President
Rita FitzGerald, Secretary

Mary Beal
Subhija Bukva
Sid Couchey
Bob Dufault
Kathryn Forsyth
Katherine Houseal
Timothy Hullquist
Scot Hurlburt
Carol Leary
Karen McGee
Colin Miller
Marjorie Miller
Cheryl Schiller
Kathy Scott
Tom Scozzafava
Shirley Seney

Staff

Chuck Gibson, Director
Gale Benn
Vince Forrest
Buffy Marcil
Darlene Spinner
Joyce Spooner
Sandra Woods

Let’s Not Be So Shy

When I’m working as a volunteer tutor, in my case
at the Moriah Shock facility, | find it easy to lose sight of
the overall impact of our volunteers in Essex and Franklin
Counties.

I am well aware, of course, that Peg Goldman and
Joyce Daniels are as busy as | am at the Shock facility, but
I did not know (until I got the figures from Chuck Gibson)
that at Mineville alone there are at least 25 other tutor/
student matches. Nor was | aware of the 25 matches in
Lake Placid, and the more than 18 in the Malone area.

This is a clear indication that we are a formidable
positive force in North Country education, but also that we
are largely unrecognized in our local communities.

It’s not that we want shiny medals awarded to us at
City Hall, but it would be nice if we loomed a little larger
in people’s minds when it comes to charitable check-
writing time.

I’m convinced we should be less modest about what
we do, — especially in view of the truly marvelous accom-
plishments of Jim Byrne and his student, Brent Lindsay.

S | am urging all those who are associated with our
organization to speak up more about our efforts, and to try
to describe that unique excitement and satisfaction that
comes when a student suddenly looks up from a printed
page with a whole new light in his/her eyes.
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Our next tutor training program starts in April. Why
not give us a call? (see page 5)
Jim Bullard, Board President

Offered by:

FRANKLIN COUNTY RESOLUTION NUMBER 14

Legislators LaVoie, Smith, Susice,

Whereas: The Franklin County Legislature would like

Crossman, Maroun, and Burpoe.

Relating to: Franklin County Legislature Congratu-
lates Brent Lindsay For Receiving the National Su-
dent of the Year Award.

Whereas: More than 192,000 adult students are en-
rolled in 1,200 Literacy Volunteer affiliates through-
out the nation; and

Whereas: This year a Malone resident, Brent Lind-
say, was named Sudent of the Year by ProLiteracy
America; and

Whereas: When Brent graduated from high school
in 1996 he was unable to read and with his hard
work, dedication and enthusiasm was able to over-
come this and created a special book as a gift to his
mother entitled My Life: How it Came Together and
How | Accomplished a Dream; and

to take this opportunity to congratulate Brent on his
achievement; NOW THEREFORE, BE IT

Resolved: That the Franklin County Legislature
pauses in its deliberations to congratulate Brent on
achieving this award and for all the hard work it took
to accomplish this; and be it

Further Resolved: That the clerk of the Franklin
County Legislature is hereby authorized to transmit
an official copy of Resolution bearing the Great Seal
of Franklin County to Brent and his family.

This Resolution was unanimously adopted by the
Franklin County Legislature on January 19, 2006.

Gloria J. Valone, Clerk,
Franklin County Legislature
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Kathy Scott (left), a substitute teacher at
Saranac Lake Central Shool, and Karen
McGee, former chairperson of the Science De-
partment at Kenmore West High School in To-
nawanda, NY, have been elected members of
our Board of Directors.

Ms. Scott hasa M.S Ed in Instructional De-
sign/Media Management from SUNY Potsdam.
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She has been a Technology Consulting
Teacher at BOCES in Malone, and co-owner
and manager of . Regis Canoe Outfitters,
Lake Clear.

Karen McGee graduated from Potsdam
Sate with a Baccalaureate in Science Educa-
tion and certification in General Science,
Earth Science and Biology. Her post graduate
training came in a variety of formulas and for-
mats at Syracuse University, Oswego Sate,
and Buffalo Sate. At Syracuse she was in-
volved in a grant program on reading. After
retirement, she joined the League of Women
Voters where she developed and presented a
program on Urban Sorawl. Snce moving to
the North Country, she has served as a Liter-
acy Volunteer, and worked with the Malone
Revitalization Committee.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S.POSTAGE PAID
BRUSHTON, NY
PERMIT #7
ZIP CODE 12916

PROLITERACY
America




(Iaptops, continued from page 1)

including a Literacy Challenge grant, a grant
to bring poetry into the classroom, and an-
other to establish a school website. All of this
hard work is above and beyond their other du-
ties, and not part of their job descriptions.
S, why do they do it? “Because we are in the
classroom,” said Ms. Velsini, “ and we can see
exactly what our students need.”

“Technology is not only the wave of the fu-
ture,” explained Mr. Hoops. “It’s the wave of
the present. We want our school to match the
way our students acquire information outside
of class. Not everything today is between the
pages of a book.

“Literacy is the key to a better life,” he
added. “We see it as providing healthy outlets
for kids rather than the use of drugs and risky
behavior.”

“Literacy is everything,” said Ms. Velsini.

Literacy tutor Betty French (right) explains
the intricacies and advantages of a new lap-
top to GED student Betty Camire.

NEW YORK STATE ADULTS FALL BELOW
NATIONAL LEVEL FOR LITERACY

Albany - New York Sate plans to boost
its adult and immigrant education programs
this year after a national survey found that
NY adults are “below basic” literacy than
the national average.

“lt’s quite serious,” said Sate Education
Commissioner Richard Mills. “New Yorkers in
the 29 to 35 years old age group are signifi-
cantly below their national peers. That’s a
serious problem because the demands of the
workplace are rapidly evolving. When liter-
acy skills are weak, it’s a real drain on the
work force.”

The study found that that one in 20
adults nationwide to not be literate in Eng-
lish and unable to handle many daily tasks.
The study also found that from 1992 to 2003
adults made no progress in their ability to
read sentences and understand other print
material including bus schedules and pre-
scription labels. The catalyst for what Assis-
tant Commissioner Jean Sevens called a
“redoubling of effort” was a federal study of
adult literacy and math skills, surveying
thousands of people nationwide.

In New York Sate, adults had lower levels
of literacy in the key areas of reading prose --
for example a newspaper story -- and
“document literacy” such as job applications.
Although adults nationwide in the survey im-
proved in math skills, such as calculating
numbers on tax forms or bank statements,
the typical adult showed only enough skills to
perform simple, daily activities.

TUTOR TRAINING

We are planning to conduct a 12-
hour tutor training course during the
month of April at Mineville, Malone,
and Tri-Lakes.

Volunteers will learn about our

overall philosophy as well as our na-

tionally recognized teaching tech-
nigues. Textbooks and other materi-
als are free. Please call 942-7607 for
more information and/ or a free copy
of our new tutor introductory packet.




Roo the Reader, North Country’s popular literacy icon, mingled
with top celebrities at the Saranac Lake Winter Carnival:




