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If friends or loved ones have reading problems, suggest they call one of our teaching sites:  

 Port Henry 546 -3008, Saranac Lake 891 -5567 or Malone  483-9366. It could change their lives.  

Visit our Website at www.literacyef.com  

Ted Zoli, designer of the new Champlain Bridge, will be the guest speaker at our major fundraiser this year. 

The event takes place at one oôclock on Sunday, August 21, at Camp Dudleyôs Witherbee Hall. A former 

Dudley camper himself, Ted was recipient of the 2009 MacArthur ñGeniusò Award. He has designed and 

constructed beautiful bridges throughout the world. For more information see page three. 

THE CHAMPLAIN BRIDGE 
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Welcome Aboard Maria Burke 

Roo the Reader and her assistant, Kelly King, visited the Kindergarten class in Ticonderoga last February to 

explain the importance of reading to 29 youngsters and hand out a free book to each one of them. 

The House of Representatives Appropriations Committee just released its spending bill for the last seven 

months of 2011. It includes approximately $100 billion in program cuts, the single largest reduction in histo-

ry. It eliminates the Corporation for National and Community Service, which includes AmeriCorps, VISTA 

and the Even Start family literacy program. It is urgent that you contact your Congressional delegations 

House and Senate as soon as possible to remind them what this loss will mean to your community. 

    Maria returned to the North Country from Texas recently 

where she was an AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer Program Man-

ager at the Partnership for Advancement and Immersion of Refu-

gees. She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary and Spe-

cial Education from Niagara University, and a Master of Arts De-

gree in Intercultural Service, Leadership and Management from 

SIT Graduate Institute in Brattleboro, Vermont. 

    Our Board of Directors is delighted she has joined us, and, 

along with our entire staff, we welcome her aboard. 

                                                            Cheryl Schiller, President 
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LITERACY VOLUNTEERS SEEKS  

VAUDVILLE PERFORMERS 
     Musicians, singers, actors, storytellers, jugglers, 

comedians, etc. are cordially invited to compete in a 

special event at the Whallonsburg Grange Hall on 

May 21.  

     Net proceeds will help to support Literacy Volun-

teers of Essex and Franklin Counties.  

     The three top performers in the competition will 

be selected by the audience, and they will be hon-

ored by special prizes. For more information please 

contact our office in Port Henry at 546-3008. 

Ted Zoli will speak  at Camp Dudleyôs Witherbee Hall at one oôclock on Sunday, August 21. 

Admission is $15 for one and $25 for two. For more information call Literacy Volunteers  

at 518-546-3008 or stop by our office at 3265 Broad Street in Port Henry. You may also  

email director@literacyef.com or visit us online at literacyef.com. 

Chuck Gibsonôs retirement party at Mr. Mikeôs Restaurant in Lake Placid on February 9 was very well 

attended. He and his wife, Ann, are the smiling couple behind the farewell cake and a brand new clock. 

BEE READY FOR 

SPELLING FUN 
     Our Ninth Annual Spelling Bee takes place on 

Saturday, May 7, at the beautiful auditorium in Har-

rietstown Town Hall in downtown Saranac Lake.             

Competition begins at 10 a.m. when spellers of all 

ages compete in teams of two, each team sponsored 

by local residents and and/or businesses.  

     The event is a fun-filled educational event to sup-

port Literacy Volunteers. A free luncheon is provid-

ed for all competitors and their sponsors. 

      Call 546-3008 for additional buzz. 
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DAYS TO REMEMBER 

Laura Hurlburt      Linda Lesperance 
   

   HEROISM 
   A few weeks ago I went with a friend to deliver 

lunch for people at a certain residence. As we 

drove down the street in Ticonderoga, I noticed 

smoke coming from the chimney of a house and 

asked my friend to call 911. I wanted to help the 

residents leave the home, but my friend wouldn't 

let me. So I stayed in the car while she knocked 

on the door.  

    There were two people, three dogs and an 

aquarium in the house, and they had to leave. At 

first the old lady refused, but eventually she, her 

daughter, and the pets left before the firemen ar-

rived. A next door neighbor said she thought the 

smoke was just snow!!! Cars had passed by, yet 

no one paid any attention. But I did, and I asked 

my friend to stop. So I was the one who saved 

the people, their pets, and their house because I 

understood chimney fires. My friend explained to 

everyone that I was the hero who saved the house 

and all the people and animals in it.  
 

 Tutor: Ann Gibson 

   

THE BIG APPLE 
   On December 17 last year, my friend Tonya, 

and I and a few friends took a trip to New York 

City. We had to get up at five on Friday morning 

to drive to Albany to task the Amtrak train. 

    When we arrived we had to walk a while to 

find the van to the Radio City Music Hall where 

we bought tickets for a show later in the day. 

Then we went to Rockefeller Center to see the 

Christmas Tree there. It was big and beautiful 

with red and green lights on it, and some of us 

took pictures. 

    Then we went back to the Music Hall where the 

Rockettes put on a wonderful show. When it was 

over, we took a van to the train station where we 

waited for one to Albany. Finally we arrived back 

at Port Henry at one-thirty Saturday morning. 

   I had a good time and would like to do it again. 

But Iôm still amazed about those people who live 

in those tall, tall buildings that go way, way up to 

the sky.  

Tutor: Sandy Lovell. 

    Bob Dufault (far left with author Russell 

Banks) retired recently from our Board of Di-

rectors, and already his common sense and 

good humor are sorely missed.  

    Bob made many trips to our State Capital to 

help convince New York legislators of the vital 

importance of our organization. As a former 

student of Literacy Volunteers himself, he was 

very effective communicating the vital im-

portance of reading skills. 


