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Nearly 100 enthusiastic fans of Russell
Banks attended our August 17 fundraising
luncheon at the Westport Hotel where the
world famous author read a fascinating ex-
cerpt from Cloudsplitter, one of his most
popular North Country-based novels.

According to Executive Director Chuck Gib-
son, Banks has been a long-time supporter of

our organization. A full time resident of
Keene, New York, his Cloudsplitter is about
the life of Owen Brown, son of abolitionist
John Brown, whose body is buried near Lake
Placid. Two of his local based novels, Afflic-
tion and The Sweet Hereafter, have been
adapted into popular feature films that ac-
quired widespread acclaim. (continued page 3)




