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If friends or loved ones have reading problems, suggest they call one of our teaching sites: Mineville 942-7607, 
Saranac Lake 891-5567, Lake Placid Library 523-5994, or Malone 483-9366. It could change their lives. 

Website: literacyef.com         

Nearly 100 enthusiast ic fans of Russell 
Banks at tended our August 17 fundraising 
luncheon at the Westport Hotel where the 
world famous author read a fascinat ing ex-
cerpt from Cloudsplitter, one of his most 
popular North Country-based novels.        

According to Execut ive Director Chuck Gib-
son, Banks has been a long-t ime supporter of    

. 

our organizat ion. A full t ime resident of 
Keene, New York, his Cloudsplitter is about 
the life of Owen Brown, son of abolit ionist 
John Brown, whose body is buried near Lake 
Placid. Two of his local based novels, Afflic-
tion and The Sweet Hereaf t er, have been 
adapted into popular feature f ilms that ac-
quired widespread acclaim. (continued page 3)        

The author signed dozens of copies of his books brought by guests to the successful event. 

RUSSELL BANKS DELIGHTS 
CROWD AT LV FUNDRAISER  
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Dear Chuck and Sandy,     
I am now working at a radio stat ion in Eastern 

Long Island, and I hope all is well with you in up-
state New York.     

I t ruly enj oyed the opportunity to be a literacy 
volunteer. Since I can no longer be up there now 
to cont inue tutoring, I thought it best to stay in-
volved at least financially.     

Enclosed is a check for $100.00. I hope it helps 
another student.     

Thanks again for the opportunity and all the 
best to both of you.                        John R. Savalli  

Dear Ms. Spinner,     
Thank you for writ ing to Price Chopper s Golub 

Foundat ion and for considering Price Chopper a 
community resource. Our Foundat ion Gif ts Com-

mit tee has reviewed your request , and we are 
pleased to make a cont ribut ion toward the 2nd An-
nual Ul t imat e Trivia Chal lenge as out l ined in your 
letter. Our check for $250.00 is enclosed. 
                           Best wishes, 
                           Debra Tanski, Administrator                            

Price Chopper s Golub Foundat ion  

Dear Ms. Darlene Spinner,     
I am writ ing to f ind out how to  make a donat ion 

in memory of my brother, Kenneth Carpenter, who 
passed away April 30, 2006.     

Thank you for the help you were to him. Your or-
ganizat ion provides a valuable service to people like 
my brother. 
                                                     Yours truly,  
                                                     Thelma Skinner 
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August is always a busy month for us. In fact , some-

t imes it feels like we re on a runaway express t rain 

headed for Labor Day.    

For instance, last month featured our Russell Banks 

luncheon, a fundraising yard sale, the opening of our new 

Computer Learning Lab, LV cookbooks selling like hot 

cakes, our Ultimate Trivia Challenge, an annual audit, our 

annual report , Essex Day, the Westport Heritage Fest ival, 

two county fairs, and a Board barbeque.      

All of which involved many of our students, because 

we believe learning is a lifet ime adventure not limited to 

books alone. Personal part icipat ion in group efforts kin-

dles the desire and enthusiasm to increase one s knowl-

edge, and, in the f inal analysis, our mission is to fan the 

flames.  

    Thanks to everyone who helps make this possible. 

                                                          Chuck Gibson, 

                                                          Executive Director  

Fanning the Flames  

This publication has been made possible by a generous  
grant from International Paper Ticonderoga Mill. 
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WESTPORT S HERITAGE HOUSE OPENS TO HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS     

The Westport Heritage Fest ival last Au-
gust marked the success of a project more 
than four years in the making. The former 
White Church in the center of town was 
converted into a Visitors/ Community Cen-
ter through the j oint efforts of the town 
and the Westport Chamber of Commerce. 
    The Visitors Center is part of a series of 
sites along Lake Champlain that connect 
the history of the region.      

After the opening ceremonies of the 
event , the public was invited inside the 
119 year-old building where 15 community 
organizat ions had set up display booths. 
Of course, ours was among them, as evi-
denced by this photo.      

Westport Councilman Don McIntyre and 
his wife Bev dressed up in appropriate pe-
riod costumes for the occasion. And like 
so many other homemakers throughout 
the region, they could not resist the op-
portunity to purchase one of our very 
popular cookbooks.  


