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Brent Lindsay Wins National
of the Year Award

Sudent

More than 192,000 adult students are enrolled
in 1,200 Literacy Volunteer affiliates through-
out the nation, and this year one of our own
was named Student of the Year by ProLiteracy
America. Malone resident Brent Lindsay (left)
and his tutor, Jim Byrne of Hlenburg Depot,
were flown to Tucson, Arizona last month to
accept the coveted award at ProLiteracy’s

Worldwide Annual Convention. “It was a family

dream come true,” said Lindsay. “But the
crowd was a little bit overwhelming.”

“Brent is everything you’d want a student
to be,” said Chuck Gibson. “He’s studious and
enthusiastic. His mentor, Jim Byrne, received
the Jackie LaPlant Tutor of the Year Award at

our Annual Dinner last month.” (Continued page 4)

If friends or loved ones have reading problems, suggest they call one of our teaching sites: Mineville 942-7607,
Saranac Lake 891-5567, Lake Placid Library 523-5994, or Malone 483-9366. It could change their lives.
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A Place to Grow

The problem with being the Director of our organization is
that you wear so many hats sometimes you forget the ultimate
goal of our mission. It isn’t just literacy education.

For instance, the big buzz during the past few weeks has
been Brent Lindsay’s National Sudent of the Year Award,
which, in itself, is a formidable achievement indeed. But, ac-
cording to Jim Byrne, Brent’s tutor, “The award doesn’t begin
to reflect how much Brent has grown in so many other ways.”

We’ve always known, of course, that as an individual’s read-
ing skills grow, so too does his/ her self esteem, self confidence,
and ambition. These are among the characteristics required to
accomplish personal goals, whatever they may be; U.S citizen-
ship, full-time employment, a drivers license, a bank account, a
job promotion, or even a college education.

Of course, as our students grow, so, too, does our organiza-
tion. During the past five years we merged successfully with our
Franklin County affiliate; our student body grew substantially,
and so did our number of tutors and teaching sites. We created
Roo the Reader, an extremely popular icon among kids, and we

developed several new and exciting fund raising events.
All of which indicates to me that we’re more than just a lit-
eracy program. We’re also an exciting place to grow.

Chuck Gibson
Executive Director

LETTERS

Dear Mrs. Spinner,
| appreciate your invitation
to attend the celebration hon-
oring Brent Lindsay’s National
Sudent of the Year Award. Un-
fortunately, this week’s legisla-
tive schedule requires my pres-
ence in Washington.
| was pleased to learn that
Brent has received this special
award, and | join his family,
friends and members of Liter-
acy Volunteers in conveying my
sincere congratulations and
very best wishes.
John M. McHugh
Member of Congress

Dear Chuck,

Thank you for the invitation
to attend your celebration
party for Brent Lindsay, winner
of the 2005 Ruth J. Colvin and
Frank C. Laubach Award for
Student Excellence.

Unfortunately, due to a pre-
viously scheduled event, | was
unable to attend.

Again, thank you for the invi-
tation and please convey my
regrets to Brent and extend my
congratulations on a job very
well done. Chris Ortloff,

Assistant Minority Leader
New York State Assembly
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Dear Chuck,

Congratulations on Brent’s
award conferred at the Pro-
Literacy Conference in Tuc-
son. Your program and organi-
zation have every right to feel
proud of this young man’s ac-

complishments and of Jim
Byrne’s tutorial efforts as
well.

I look forward to meeting
you in person one day. And
once again, my sincere con-
gratulations on your program’s
success.

Paul Barrus,
ProLiteracy Worldwide



ULTIMATE TRIVIA CHALLENGE

By Darlene Spinner

MALONE — The Frst Annual Ultimate Trivia
Challenge was held here on September 17 at
North Country Community College.

The “Jeopardy” type quiz show was sched-
uled in conjunction with the “Riverfest 2005”
Celebration, and six teams of four participants
each were sponsored by local businesses and
organizations (see list below).
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The “Telegram Torpedoes,” (above) won the
first place prize. The enthusiastic quartet of
(from left to right) Joe Riccio, Trevor Bu-
chanan, Darcy Fargo, and Doug Buchanan was
sponsored by the Malone Telegram and Mars-
den Trophy & Embroidery.

The “Literacy Leaders” came in second.
Soonsored by the Akwesasne Mohawk Casino,
the team comprised Rta FtzGerald, Vince
Forrest, Cheryl Schiller, and Chuck Gibson.

Quizmasters for the event were Karen
McGee and Paul Hogan. A reality television
veteran, Paul Hogan is best known as “The
Butler” on Fox’s “Joe Millionaire” and “Joe
Millionaire 2.”

Sponsors

TEACH Services, Sewart’s, Malone Federation of
Teachers, Marsden Trophy & Embroidery, Village
Furniture and Design, Lashomb Insurance Agency,
ForARt’sake, Heming Fine Furniture, Adirondack
Wood Furnishings, McCadam Cheese Company,
WICY QOldies, Free Trader, Akwesasne, Mohawk Ca-
sino, Pizza Hut, Hlis Pontiac, Buick GMC, A&M Bev-
erages, Sansone’s Restaurant, Marion’s Chinese
Restaurant, Heavy D’s Pizza and Jreck Subs.

JIM BULLARD ELECTED
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD

A long-time resident of Westport, Jim Bullard
(shown here with his wife, Shirley) has been a member
of our Board for the past five years. He became Vice
President last year, and at a Board meeting last
month, he was chosen to replace Sot Hurlburt, who
decided to leave as Board President but to continue to
serve as a Board member.

Jim graduated with a BA Degree from Cornell
University, and followed up with an MA from Co-
lumbia. He became a Fulbright Scholar in 1963.
From 1968 to 1977 he was the owner/ operator of
the Shorewell Ferries, Inc. crossing Lake Cham-
plain near Fort Ticonderoga.

Two Outstanding Educators
Become New Board Members

Mary R Beal, (right) a resi-
dent of Westport, has a PhD
in Educational Psychology
from NYU, and was a reading
specialist for 13 yearsin the
Newburgh, N.Y. public
schools. She has enjoyed a
remarkable career of volun-
teer service before joining
us as a tutor in November
last year.

Katherine Houseal (left) is
an ES. educator in the Sara-
nac Lake <chool District.
She has a Masters Degree in
Educational Communications
from SUNY Albany, and has
worked with diverse cultural
populations in both the U.S
and abroad. She also has
specialized knowledge in
environmental health edu-
cation and music.




Hi Friends,

As | vacate the office of Board President, | want to extend my warm and heartfelt thanks to our
office staff, Board members, tutors, students and the North Country communities that support us. It has
truly been a joy for me to be among so many wonderful people.

On November 9, at our Annual Dinner in Lake Placid, many awards were presented to very deserv-
ing individuals. Brent Lindsay, National Sudent of the Year and his tutor, Jim Byrne, were our most hon-
ored guests, and we are all very proud of their fantastic accomplishment. We must never forget that the
student/tutor relationship is the most important element of our work, and Jim and Brent reached the
highest level of achievement. Congratulations!

Marge Miller, Tim Hullquist, Vince Forrest, Darlene Sinner, Becki Wykes and Chuck Gibson all re-
ceived well-deserved President’s Awards. Each recipient in his or her own right is crucial to the success of
our organization.

| want to thank the Board for presenting me with the esteemed Preston Miller Award. Preston was
a great force for literacy in Franklin County, and | am truly humbled to receive an award in his honor, es-
pecially since it was presented to me by Preston’s son, Colin.

| have enjoyed working with Chuck and the rest of the staff. Chuck has made my job very easy. |
am confident he will continue to provide outstanding leadership and vision for our organization.

While | am stepping down from the Board Presidency, | will remain a faithful supporter of our or-
ganization. | expect there are many good things in store for this wonderful group of people working so
hard. Again, thank you so much for supporting me and the interests of literacy. Without the support of
so many North Country residents, we could not hope to meet the challenges before us.

Be well, do good things.
Scot Hurlburt
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Board member Bob Dufault (center) was vis-
ited recently by a camera crew from Mountain
Lakes Public Broadcasting System, which
wanted to film a short segment about the
progress of his literacy education for the TV
show, “Mountain Lakes Journal.”

PBS staffers Aubrey Bressette (left) and An-
drew La Fontaine handled the assignment for
the segment which aired in July.

Twenty capable wordsmiths showed up for
our annual Scrabble Tournament in Wallan-
burg last fall, a highly contested event that
was won finally by Debby Kahler (left) of
Wadhams.

Plattsburgh resident Donald Yanulavich
(right) snagged second place, and Lorene For-
trell of Chazy the third place prize.

We received recently a $500 grant from the
Pearsall Foundation of Johnsburg, NY to cover
the cost of printing the free books our popular
Roo the Reader (above) distributes to young-
sters during her visits to local schools and spe-
cial events.

The Pearsall Foundation is dedicated to im-
proving the quality of life for year-round resi-
dents of the Adirondack Park.

Federal and state government funding may
soon be in jeopardy, which means your
support is required more than ever before.

All gifts are 100% tax deductible

$10 buys a workbook for a learner
$60 trains a tutor
$200 supports a student/tutor match

Please mail your check
in the self-addressed envelope
inserted in this issue of the
North Country Literacy News.




