
   
North Country 

Special Issue: Highlights of the Year 2005, Literacy Volunteers of Essex/Franklin Counties    

 

If friends or loved ones have reading problems, suggest they call one of our teaching sites: Mineville 942-7607, 
Saranac Lake 891-5567, Lake Placid Library 523-5994, or Malone 483-9366. It could change their lives. 
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Brent Lindsay Wins National  
Student of the Year Award 

More than 192,000 adult students are enrolled 
in 1,200 Literacy Volunteer aff il iates through-
out the nat ion, and this year one of our own 
was named Student of the Year by ProLiteracy 
America. Malone resident Brent Lindsay (left ) 
and his tutor, Jim Byrne of Ellenburg Depot , 
were f lown to Tucson, Arizona last month to 
accept the coveted award at ProLiteracy s 

Worldwide Annual Convent ion. It was a family 
dream come t rue, said Lindsay. But the 
crowd was a lit t le bit overwhelming.      

Brent is everything you d want a student 
to be, said Chuck Gibson. He s studious and  
enthusiast ic. His mentor, Jim Byrne, received 
the Jackie LaPlant Tutor of the Year Award at 
our Annual Dinner last month. (Continued page 4) 
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A Place to Grow     

The problem with being the Director of our organizat ion is 

that you wear so many hats somet imes you forget the ult imate 

goal of our mission. It isn t j ust literacy educat ion.      

For instance, the big buzz during the past few weeks has 

been Brent Lindsay s Nat ional Student of the Year Award, 

which, in it self , is a formidable achievement indeed. But , ac-

cording to Jim Byrne, Brent s tutor, The award doesn t begin 

to ref lect how much Brent has grown in so many other ways.       

We ve always known, of course, that as an individual s read-

ing skills grow, so too does his/ her self esteem, self conf idence, 

and ambit ion. These are among the characterist ics required to 

accomplish personal goals, whatever they may be; U.S. cit izen-

ship, full-t ime employment , a drivers license, a bank account , a 

job promotion, or even a college education.       

Of course, as our students grow, so, too, does our organiza-

t ion. During the past f ive years we merged successfully with our 

Franklin County aff il iate; our student body grew substant ially, 

and so did our number of tutors and teaching sites. We created 

Roo the Reader, an ext remely popular icon among kids, and we 

developed several new and exciting fund raising events.      

All of which indicates to me that we re more than j ust a lit -

eracy program. We re also an excit ing place to grow.     

                                                                   Chuck Gibson 
                                                                   Executive Director 

Dear Mrs. Spinner,      
I appreciate your invitat ion 

to at tend the celebrat ion hon-
oring Brent Lindsay s Nat ional 
Student of the Year Award. Un-
fortunately, this week s legisla-
t ive schedule requires my pres-
ence in Washington.      

I was pleased to learn that     
Brent has received this special 
award, and I j oin his family, 
friends and members of Liter-
acy Volunteers in conveying my 
sincere congratulat ions and 
very best wishes. 
                  John M. McHugh 
                  Member of Congress 

Dear Chuck,     
Thank you for the invitat ion 

to at tend your celebrat ion 
party for Brent Lindsay, winner 
of the 2005 Ruth J. Colvin and 
Frank C. Laubach Award for 
Student Excellence.     

Unfortunately, due to a pre-
viously scheduled event , I was 
unable to attend.     

Again, thank you for the invi-
tat ion and please convey my 
regrets to Brent and extend my 
congratulat ions on a j ob very 
well done.           Chris Ortloff,  
         Assistant Minority Leader 
         New York State Assembly 
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Dear Chuck,     
Congratulat ions on Brent s 

award conferred at the Pro-
Literacy Conference in Tuc-
son. Your program and organi-
zat ion have every right to feel 
proud of this young man s ac-
complishments and of Jim 
Byrne s tutorial ef forts as 
well.     

I look forward to meet ing 
you in person one day. And 
once again, my sincere con-
gratulat ions on your program s 
success. 
            Paul Barrus, 
            ProLiteracy Worldwide 



  
    

ULTIMATE TRIVIA  CHALLENGE 
By Darlene Spinner  

MALONE 

 
The First Annual Ult imate Trivia 

Challenge was held here on September 17 at 
North Country Community College.      

The Jeopardy type quiz show was sched-
uled in conj unct ion with the Riverfest 2005 
Celebrat ion, and six teams of four part icipants 
each were sponsored by local businesses and 
organizations (see list below).  

    The Telegram Torpedoes, (above) won the 
f irst place prize. The enthusiast ic quartet of 
(from left to right ) Joe Riccio, Trevor Bu-
chanan, Darcy Fargo, and Doug Buchanan was 
sponsored by the Malone Telegram and Mars-
den Trophy & Embroidery.     

The Literacy Leaders came in second. 
Sponsored by the Akwesasne Mohawk Casino, 
the team comprised Rita FitzGerald, Vince 
Forrest, Cheryl Schiller, and Chuck Gibson.     

Quizmasters for the event were Karen 
McGee and Paul Hogan. A reality television 
veteran, Paul Hogan is best known as The 
But ler on Fox s Joe Millionaire and Joe 
Millionaire  2.

 

Sponsors 
TEACH Services, Stewart s, Malone Federat ion of 
Teachers, Marsden Trophy & Embroidery, Village 
Furniture and Design, Lashomb Insurance Agency, 
ForARt sake, Fleming Fine Furniture, Adirondack 
Wood Furnishings, McCadam Cheese Company, 
WICY Oldies, Free Trader, Akwesasne, Mohawk Ca-
sino, Pizza Hut , Ellis Pont iac, Buick GMC, A&M Bev-
erages, Sansone s Restaurant , Marion s Chinese 
Restaurant ,  Heavy D s Pizza and Jreck Subs.  

JIM BULLARD ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD  

     A long-t ime resident of Westport , Jim Bullard 
(shown here with his wife, Shirley) has been a member 
of our Board for the past f ive years. He became Vice 
President last year, and at a Board meet ing last 
month, he was chosen to replace Scot Hurlburt , who 
decided to leave as Board President but to cont inue to 
serve as a  Board member.     

Jim graduated with a BA Degree from Cornell 
University, and followed up with an MA from Co-
lumbia. He became a Fulbright Scholar in 1963.       
From 1968 to 1977 he was the owner/ operator of 
the Shorewell Ferries, Inc. crossing Lake Cham-
plain near Fort Ticonderoga. 

Mary R. Beal, (right ) a resi-
dent of Westport , has  a PhD 
in Educat ional Psychology 
from NYU, and was a reading 
specialist for 13 years in the 
Newburgh, N.Y. publ ic 
schools. She has enjoyed a 
remarkable career of volun-
teer service before j oining 
us as a tutor in November 
last year. 
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Katherine Houseal (left ) is 
an ESL educator in the Sara-
nac Lake School Dist rict . 
She has a Masters Degree in 
Educational Communications 
from SUNY Albany, and has 
worked with diverse cultural 
populat ions in both the U.S. 
and abroad. She also has 
specialized knowledge in 
environmental health edu-
cation and music. 


